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. EXHIBIT A 




Subject: j 

Date: Fri, 16 Jul 1999 10 S l7i:37 -0700 (PDT) 
5£i L^^f 0 Worris <L ^ettfe .Norris@corp . gam . cam> 
Subject: P4249 - Invention Disclosure - Giles 
To: thomaa.giles6eng.sun.com! i 

C C ; leo.hejz^eng.sun.com, sbott.hWreeng.sun.com. *athy. broecter@eng.sun.com. j 

Thomas, i 

• ■ 

Primary Sun Atty: Ken Olsen I 

Managing Sun Attorney: Robert "Scott* Hauser 



Kris tine: 



Approved for bonus? 
$250 each 

1) Thomas Giles 

2) Leo Hejza 



Note to the inventor (s > : If approved, the bonus transaction will fo* 



' tEO leojhejza@Eng OMPK02-228 X49389 
— Begin Forwarded \ Message .-. . 

Datex Thu, 15 Jul 1999 16:20:29 -0700 (PDT) 
Prom: "tg.ile s @eng" <nobod5jSpat; ents. Corp. Sun. COM* 
To: undisclosed-recipients: /©patents. Corp. Sun. COM 

***NEW. INVENTION DISCLOSURE BY Tom Giles!*** 
(tgilesQeng) ; 

i 

ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGED COMMUNICATION 

Here is your copy of the new Invention Disclosure 
^wt-f" 1 5"? 3USt suhmitted - ! We will contact you 
2^ L ° Ut paring the patent application, and 
about your award, upon approval of the disclosure. 

Thank you, Tom Giles, for submitting this disclosure!! 



PAGE 17/24 1 RCVD AT 7/1/2005 12:15:33 PM (Eastern Daylight Time] 1 SVR:USPTO-EFXRM/0 ' DNIS:87293D5 ' CS!D:303 740 6962 * DURATION (mm-ss):06-02 



BUST AVAILABLE COPY 

07/01/2005 09:20 FAX 303 740 6962 B S T & Z @018 

- .' " . o i o . 



Patent /Invent ion Disclosure jForm — generated by the SunWeb 
Patent Disclosure Form, v. 2;.0, a link for which can be found at: 

http r / /patents . corp 

Rulifson) 1 11:150103111:6 fr 4" CT °/SunLaba: Networking & Security {Jeff 
Qpco: SunLabs i 



1. TITLE: Sever Node i 

This invention relates primarily to {hardware or software) : HARDWARE 

2. BACKGROUND AINTD RELATED ART 

i 

| 

A. The technical problem addressed by the invention is as follows: . 

-J^ 0 * apparatus for providing a highly available compute system which 
Th* ^Lf™ ? U T^ ed *o external users yet provide™ number of services. 

The system contains an arbitrary number of independent compute nodes 
interconnected through a multiplicity of links which provide both multiple oaths 
for traffic distribution as +e01 as fault tolerance if one or more of the liSS 
^r. n °^ 5 - Sh ^ ld Tra ? f f c Bering the system i s distributed on a node by 

node basis therefore providing the ability to make rapid decisions based on link 
traffic and compute load of adjacent nodes. Each node in the system contains a 

rS^^-^°Vf "S 11 t<J switch, route and balance load through 

a multiplicity of links which interconnect the nodes. 

^i S ,^ ystem ^ alS ° J provides th 4t nodes can be transparently added or taken out of 
t^Zi™ ™* f"^ vfn 6qUi ^ eS Wlth 2 Ut interruption of service. Computing, switching, 
"" Z^! load balancing axe distributed and the system can be administered and 
monitored centrally. Computing nodes can be implemented as small devices with one 
or two CPUs or as larger multi CPU devices. 0115 

"i^.^^J 1 ^' routing and load balancing integrated into each node the system 
requires much less physical space as compared to systems requiring separate 
devices to provide these funqtions. a p 4te . 

One implementation of the system is outlined in the attached ".Server Node 
Proposal" document 

3sign.ee: Sun Microsystems 
Inventors: Ariel Hendel, Leo Hejza, Tom Giles 
6/25/99 

Sun Confidential NEED TO JOJOwj only 

i 

B. The Closest Related Art is' described as follows: 

i 

United States Patent 5,841,775 
Huang 

November 24, 1998 



Scalable switching network 



3- DRAWING ( S ) 
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Drawings for this invention are AVAILABLE . 

'ij 

Comments about providing drawings : 

3 

Proposal sent !| 



4. WRITTEN" DESCRIPTION 



The invention is described as follows (stressing the problems solved, and the way 
that the invention solves the problems) : 

Proposal sent £ , 



5. CONCEPTION OF INVENTION : | 

Date of conception; ( 4/23/99 

Date of first written description: 4/23/99 



6. REDUCTION TO PRACTICE ,| 

i 

Has the invention been reduced to practice? No. 

!l 
'I 

Comments, if any, on conception of invention and/or 
first written description: i 



7. INVENTOR (S) 

INVENTOR 1: 
Name : 
Address : 
Citizenship: 

INVENTOR 2: 
Name: 
Address : 



-4-- 



Thomas E Gileis 

32759 Downieville St. 

USA J 



Onion City, 94587- 



Leo Hejza J 

1146 Quince Ave., Sunnyvale, Ca. 94037 



Citizenship: USA 



INVENTOR 3: 

Name: 

Address : 
CA 94040 

Citizenship: 



Raghvendra Singh 
707 Continental Circle #1236, Mountain View 

India i! 



INVENTOR 4: 
Name: 
Address : 
Citizenship: 

INVENTOR 5: 
Name: 
Address: 
Citizenship: 
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COMMENTS on inventors or inventorship: 

i 

a. opco 

The opco is: SunLabs } 
8A. SMCC Bus. Org. 

i 

The SMCC bus.org. is: CTO/ SunLabs: Networking & Security (Jeff 
Rulifson) 

i 

8B. SMCC Technical Category 1 

i 

The SMCC Technical Category is: 

9. DEPARTMENT, etc* 

Department : Pacsys 

Manager: Andy Poggio : 

Project: Prowler 
Product (s) : 



10. DATES OF PRODUCT TESTING 1 AND RELEASE 

Alpha Testing: June 2000 

Beta Testing: 

General release or sale: 

i 

COMMENTS on product testing and release: 

P0 Protos to Power On 8/99 
Product Transfer to BD 12/99' 
PI Protos to Power On 2/00 • 



11* DISCLOSURE OF INVENTION 
Has there been any disclosure of the invention? YES 



12. INTERNAL DISCLOSURE ( S ) 

I 

First disclosure date (internal at Sun): 4/23/99 

Name of first disclosee at Siin: SMI MegaSPARC Team 

COMMENTS about first internal disclosure: 

Working with team on CPU for 'Networking 

Also have made several presentations to different otouds 

at Sun 



13, ARTICLE (S) 

Have any articles been published? no 
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DETAILS about publication of : article (5) : 

14- ADVERTISEMENTS , PRESS RELEASES AND PRODUCT ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Any ads, press releases or product announcements? NO 

DETAILS about any ads, press : releases and product announcements: 



15. OUTSIDE DISCLOSURE (S) j 

Have there been any disclosures outside Sun? NO 
Were all outside disclosures 'Under NDA? No 
DETAILS about any disclosures outside Sun: 



16. TRADE SHOWS AND CONFERENCES 

Are there any upcoming trade : shows or conferences? YES 

DETAILS about upcoming trade ! shows and/or conferences; 

We are meeting with Inktomi on Monday 7/19/99 

1 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS BY INVENTOR: 

1 

1 

t 
1 
t 

This invention disclosure was submitted by Tom Giles, whose email address is: 
tgilesSeng 



j 
i 

1 

1 
1 

Server protocol: HTTP/1.0 j 
Remote host: webcache.ebay.sun.com 
Remote IP address: 129.150.191.32 

— , — — ^_ End Forwarded Message 
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